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Areas of marine protection are legally established to protect a 
portion of the sea surface, water column and/or seabed. They 
may be designated to protect associated plants, animals, or 
commercial, recreational, scientifi c, cultural and/or historical 
features. Each area is established under a federal or provincial 
statute.1

BC Parks, Conservancies and Ecological Reserves 
(Province of BC: Park Act, Environment and Land Use Act, 

Ecological Reserves Act and Wildlife Act)

BC Provincial Parks seek to preserve representative BC 
ecosystems, and special natural, cultural and recreation 
features; and to provide outdoor recreation for the 
public in natural environments. Provincial Protected 
Areas are intended to protect representative 
examples of: ecosystems; recreational and cultural 
heritage; and special natural, cultural heritage and 
recreational features.2 There are 152 Provincial 
Parks and 15 Protected Areas at least partially 
located within PNCIMA that include land, foreshore 
and offshore areas.

Conservancies are set aside for protection of 
biological diversity, natural environments and 
recreational values, and the preservation and 
maintenance of First Nations’ social, ceremonial and cultural 
uses.2 In PNCIMA there are 144 conservancies that include 
land, foreshore and offshore areas. 

Ecological Reserves are designated for ecological purposes, 
and include areas suitable for research and education, that 
are: representative of natural ecosystems in BC, examples of 
modifi ed environments that can be studied for their recovery, 
and habitats of rare, endangered or unique species.2 In 
PNCIMA there are 31 Ecological Reserves that include land, 
foreshore and offshore areas. 

Wildlife Management Areas are designated to conserve and 
protect fi sh, wildlife and their habitats.2 Four of these are 
within PNCIMA or the watersheds that drain into it, and are 
intended for managing important bird habitat.

Rockfi sh Conservation Areas 
(Fisheries and Oceans Canada: Fisheries Act)

Declines in the abundance of some inshore rockfi sh 
populations resulted in the creation of Rockfi sh Conservation 
Areas (RCAs) to preserve rockfi sh biomass. Therefore, fi shing 
activities which may affect rockfi sh populations are limited 
within RCAs. There are 192 RCAs in BC, and 79 of those are 
within PNCIMA.3 Twenty percent of estimated rockfi sh habitat 
is intended for inclusion in RCAs in outside BC waters, which 
include PNCIMA.

Sponge Reef Fishery Closures 
(Fisheries and Oceans Canada: Fisheries Act)

Large sponge reefs were discovered in the deep troughs of 
Queen Charlotte Sound in 1987.4 There are fi ve known reef 
complexes, each one globally unique and highly sensitive to 
disturbance. The reefs were closed to groundfi sh trawl fi shing 
in 2002. In 2006 the closures were expanded with respect 
to size and gear restrictions. The reefs are also currently a 
candidate Oceans Act Marine Protected Area.5

National Parks and National Marine Conservation Areas 
(Parks Canada Agency: Canada National Parks Act and Canada 

National Marine Conservation Areas Act)

The goal of National Parks is to protect a representative 
example of each of Canada’s 39 terrestrial natural regions. 
They are managed to allow human uses that enhance 
appreciation, enjoyment and understanding while preserving 
the ecological integrity of the Park.1 Gwaii Haanas National 
Park Reserve and Haida Heritage Site6 is the only national park 
within PNCIMA. 

A National Marine Conservation Area (NMCA) is established 
to protect and conserve a representative example of 
each of the 29 diverse marine regions in Canada’s 
oceans, as well as the Great Lakes. NMCAs combine 
zones of high protection with larger areas where 
ecologically sound activities such as sustainable 
fi shing are permitted.1 Exploration and development 
of non-renewable resources and ocean dumping 
are prohibited throughout NMCAs. In June 2010, 
the Gwaii Haanas NMCA Reserve and Haida 
Heritage Site became Canada’s fi rst NMCA formally 
established under the Canada NMCA Act. It adds 
3500 km2 of protected seascape to the adjacent 
(terrestrial) Gwaii Haanas National Park Reserve 

and Haida Heritage Site.  

As part of the PNCIMA process, Parks Canada also plans to 
select a NMCA candidate to represent the Queen Charlotte 
Sound marine region.

National Wildlife Areas 
(Environment Canada: Canada Wildlife Act)

National Wildlife Areas (NWAs) are designated for research, 
conservation and interpretation concerning wildlife and 
wildlife habitat, particularly migratory birds and endangered 
species. In PNCIMA, a NWA is being proposed for the marine 
area around the Scott Islands, located off the northwest tip of 
Vancouver Island, which together support the largest seabird 
breeding colonies on Canada’s Pacifi c coast.  NWA designation 
will permit only those human activities that are consistent 
with the conservation objectives established for the area. A 
boundary for the proposed NWA had not been fi nalized at the 
time of writing, so it does not appear on the accompanying 
map.7
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