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its southern portion.5 There has been a provincial moratorium
on new salmon farming operations in northern BC since 2008
due to concerns about potential effects on wild salmon stocks.6

Finﬁsh is one of three types of aquaculture activities in BC.
The other two are shellﬁsh and marine plant aquaculture.
Finﬁsh aquaculture is the production of farmed ﬁsh in
Finﬁsh aquaculture tenures can contain multiple areas which
either freshwater or the marine environment for
are not always adjacent. The accompanying map
commercial or enhancement purposes. Freshwater
displays tenures and multi-part tenures as points
Finfish
operations occur primarily on private land and
located in the centre of individual areas; therefore,
aquaculture
encompass commercial enterprises such as salmon
the number of points on the map will be greater
and trout hatcheries, trout farms and fee-ﬁshing
than the total number of tenures. Tenures which
production
operations. Marine sites are currently situated
in PNCIMA is were still in the application phase as of November
in foreshore areas; future offshore development
dominated by 2010 are not illustrated.
may be under the sole jurisdiction of Fisheries
Atlantic salmon The map of tenure locations should not be used
and Oceans Canada (DFO).1 Finﬁsh aquaculture
for navigation or to determine lease boundaries or
production is dominated by Atlantic salmon (Salmo
tenure sizes. It should also be noted that tenures are
salar), followed by chinook salmon (Oncorhynchus
both offered and expire over time; the BC Land and Resource
tshawytscha); however, research continues in relation to other
Data Warehouse should have the most up to date information.7
species.1,2
Not all ﬁnﬁsh farms are necessarily active at any given time.8
Management
The federal government is responsible for regulating and
licensing ﬁnﬁsh aquaculture operations in BC, although the
province of BC administers the tenures for land occupation and
use. Marine plant aquaculture is under provincial jurisdiction.3
DFO will be developing Integrated Management of Aquaculture
Plans to align with its Sustainable Fisheries Framework.4
Locations and Tenures
PNCIMA contains almost half of the ﬁnﬁsh aquaculture sites
in BC, accounting for 42 of the 89 tenured sites in the province
as of November 2010. At that time, an additional 49 tenure
applications were in process within PNCIMA and 62 throughout
BC. The majority of the ﬁnﬁsh farms in PNCIMA are located in
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